
Sedlescombe Church of England Primary School 

Topic Overview Year 5 - Terms 3 & 4 

OUT OF THIS WORLD! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
THE BIG IDEA 

 

Welcome to 2018! In Class Picasso, are looking forward to 

investigating our beautiful plant and the solar system in which it lies. In 

Term 3, we are launching into our topic with a visit from the 

planetarium, where the children can get a closer look at the planets 

of our solar system. We will continue this learning in the classroom 

through a variety of activities across all subjects.  
 

In the second half of the term, we will focus more closely on our own 

planet, Earth and its remarkable features, such as the mountains, 

volcano and rivers. 
 

In English, we will be using ’Cosmic’, ‘Cosmic Disco’ and ‘Wolf Brother’ 

to develop our reading skills and as inspiration our writing. 

TRIPS AND EVENTS 
 

 15th January - Space Day 

 22nd January—Learning to Learn Day 

 20th February - Science Museum Trip 

 1st March - World Book Day 

 5th, 7th & 13th March—Parents’ 

Evening 

 2nd May—Good Work Worship 

  

In Science we will be finding out about:  

 Earth and space 

 The movement of the Earth, and the other planets, 

relative to the Sun, including explaining how we get day 

and night. 

 The movement of the moon relative to the Earth and 

take a brief look at the moon landings and space 

explorations. 

 To enhance this learning, we will enjoy a trip to the 

Science Museum. 

 Next term we will look at living things and their habitats.  

 

In Geography we will be finding out about: 

 The physical geography of Earth, exploring and 

describing features including climate zones, biomes, 

earthquakes, mountains/volcanoes and rivers. 

 

In Art/DT we will be creating:  

 An artistic representation of the solar system. 

 Our own alien species in textiles, based on alien life 

research 

 A moon lander 

 Next term, the children will be creating pieces inspired 

by mountains, rivers and the living world. 

 

In Music we will be learning about: 

 ‘The Planet Suite’ composed by Holst. 

 We will use what we have learnt from these pieces to 

compose and perform pieces for the Sun, Earth and 

Moon.  

 

In  PE we will be developing the children’s: 

 Hockey and netball skills 

 Strength and flexibly through Yoga and Gymnastics. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

In RE,  we will be exploring what it means to 

be a Jew. The children will have the 

opportunity to examine the core beliefs of 

Judaism and the worship that stems from 

them. They will also develop an 

understanding of the significance of key 

individuals, such as Abraham, Moses and 

David. 

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL,HEALTH & ECONOMIC 

EDUCATION 

 

During Terms 3 and 4, we will be working on 

enhancing our team working skills.  

As team work and peer learning is known to 

have a significant impact on children’s 

learning, this will include learning how to 

become an effective learning partner during 

our Learning to Learn Day. 

 

P.E. LESSONS 

 Our P.E. lessons will usually take place on 

Tuesday and Friday afternoons, however 

the children need to have their full PE kit 

in school every day. 

 Jewellery MUST be removed, so if your 

child has pierced ears they will need a 

small pot to put their earrings in to keep 

them safe. 

 Long hair should be tied back for school, 

but MUST be tied back for P.E. lessons so 

a spare hair band is useful. 
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ENGLISH 

  In English, we will be looking at texts that are linked to our 

science learning.  

 

The first of these will be ’Cosmic’ by Frank Cottrell Boyce.  

Inspired by the events that take place in this text, the 

children will write a variety of non-fiction texts applying their 

previous knowledge of these styles of writing and refining 

them. Our final piece will be a newspaper report that 

summarises this amazing story. 
 

Later, we will enjoy the poetry in ‘Cosmic Disco’ and 

magpie ideas to help us with vocabulary choices and 

figurative language when writing our own poems. 
 

In Term 4, the children will be looking at the exciting 

adventure that takes place in the story ‘Wolf Brother’ by 

Michelle Paver. 

MATHS 

 Perimeter and area of composite rectilinear shapes.  

 Statistics 

 Multiplication and division 

 Fractions, decimals and percentages 

CLASS ROUTINES: 

HOMEWORK: 

 We would like the children to read at least four times a week at home with a parent signing their 

Reading Record each time. Reading Records will be collected in and checked on a Monday. 

 In addition to reading, the children should be practising their spellings and times table ready for the 

weekly test on Thursday. 

 Each week, the children will receive a Maths or English task to complete that is  linked to the learning 

that has been done in class. This is due on Wednesday and will usually be discussed in class that after-

noon. I am available at lunchtimes on a Monday and Tuesday if the children need any support with 

their homework task. 

COMMUNICATION: 

 Please encourage your children to speak to me if they have any concerns either with their learning or 

socially. I will be available at the end of most school days if you wish to speak to me directly. 

 In the morning, Mrs Harvey or another member of the Senior Leadership Team is available on the 

school gate if you have a message that you would like to have passed on to me. 

 If there is a matter that you need to discuss with me in more detail please make an appointment to 

see me after school. This can be done by speaking to me at the end of the day or by speaking to 

Mrs. Hardes in the School Office. 

 

CALCULATION METHODS 

ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION 

    


