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Vision and Values at Sedlescombe
Vision:
Our school is a family with God at its heart.
Christian values guide and inform all that we do.

Motto:
Learning, Loving and Growing Together with God
Values:
Aspiration

Courage

Honesty

Thankfulness

Kindness

Forgiveness

We aim to:


Provide a welcoming, safe and nurturing environment where
everyone is able to learn and grow as a unique individual.



Encourage and support each other to be ambitious, resilient
and independent lifelong learners.



Develop enquiring minds and a love of learning.



Value everyone and celebrate their beliefs, achievements,
skills and contributions.



Provide a curriculum that is creative, exciting, challenging
and takes learning beyond the classroom.



Reach the highest standards in achievement and attainment.



Create a learning community where everyone is nurtured
and challenged to develop academically, personally,
morally and spiritually.



Support each other to develop the skills, attitudes and values
to grow into responsible members of our global community
and God’s world.
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An Introduction to Sedlescombe School
Sedlescombe Church of England Primary School is a one form
entry village school with 214 children on roll. The school was
originally founded in 1723, but has been on the existing site
since September 1980.
Our school building consists of seven good sized classrooms with
a school hall at the centre of the building. The hall is used for
daily worship, PE lessons and serving school dinners which are
cooked on site each day. Our Breakfast Club provision which
starts at 8:00 am each day is also run out of the school hall.
In addition to this there are two newly refurbished libraries, one
for the Infants and one for the Juniors. We also have two smaller
learning spaces which are used for small group work and to run
intervention groups to support children’s individual learning
needs.
One of these spaces is also used for our after school child care
provision, Twilight, which runs from 3:30 pm to 5:30 pm each day.
More information about our extended school provision can be
found on our website.

We also take a great deal of pride in our outdoor learning
environment to ensure that children can not only have fun at
playtimes but can also take their learning outside.
For children that like to be active at playtimes we have a
number of spaces where the children can get physical. There is
the outside gym equipment for the Junior aged children, and for
the Infant children there is the Jolly Jack pirate ship. In addition
to this there is a playground area with climbing equipment that
all of the children have access to and finally there is an all
weather sports area that is used for teaching PE and running
games such as football.
For children that like to be quieter at playtimes there is a newly
developed sensory garden designed by one of our parents. This
provides a quiet space for children to chat but is also used to
support children’s learning.
We also have a Yurt which is used to support the teaching of
Forest School and are currently building a round house for use
by Forest School. The Yurt is used for at lunchtime to run quiet
activities such as drawing and colouring.
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Teaching at Sedlescombe Church of England School
We are proud of our warm, friendly and nurturing atmosphere at
our school, in which the children are challenged and cared for
each day by a dedicated, professional and enthusiastic team of
professionals.

Each topic begins with a WOW Starter to engage the children’s
interest, this might be a school trip, a visitor to school or an
interactive learning experience in school e.g. Pet Day when
children’s pets can visit for the day.

The whole of our school team from the office staff, to the
caretaking team, to the teaching team work extremely hard to
ensure not only the smooth day to day running of our school, but
also high standards of teaching and learning for all of our
children. Our main concerns are for the children’s education,
welfare and happiness. Happy children learn best.

Children are also given the opportunity to celebrate their
learning with parents at a Good Work Worship three times per
year when parents can attend worship and see what the
children have been learning. There is also a celebration event at
the end of each topic where children can share and reflect on
their learning e.g. an afternoon tea for veterans, Virtual Reality
experience, parent maths workshop.

Each class teacher is supported by a class TA who primarily
supports learning in Maths and English and interventions to
address any gaps in children’s understanding in these core
areas of learning.

In addition to this the PTA have agreed to buy a class set of
cooking equipment so that children can have a cooking
experience as part of each topic, developing important life
skills.

We work hard to ensure that all of our children receive a broad
and balanced curriculum built around a number of interesting
and engaging topics based on high quality texts.

In teaching the children we recognise that each child is an
individual and we work hard to ensure that each child is
celebrated as a unique and special person who can achieve
and make progress within our nurturing and caring learning
environment.
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Learning at Sedlescombe Church of England School
As well as following the National Curriculum we work hard to
make sure that children have the opportunity to take part in
additional extended learning experiences.
Swimming
We have a heated outdoor swimming pool and each year the
children get to swim once a week from Easter until the end of the
summer term. The children are taught by qualified swimming
teachers and are able to develop into competent swimmers
during their time at Sedlescombe Primary School.

Encouraging Positive Behaviour
In order for children to learn they need to behave well. We
believe this is achieved by providing the children with engaging
and challenging learning experiences and rewarding and
celebrating children’s positive behaviour. We have a number of
rewards that celebrate children’s learning. These are fully outlined
in our Behaviour for Learning Policy available on our school
website.

Forest School
We currently employ a qualified Forest School Practitioner for 2
days per week. Every child in Year 1 gets to take part in six
introductory sessions to Forest School. These sessions start on site
and then move to our off-site Forest School woodland setting.

Celebrating Learning:
Children’s learning is celebrated every Friday in our Good Work
Worship. We celebrate children’s achievements in maths, English,
across the curriculum with our Gold Book Award and Star Worker
Awards. Children are presented with a certificate in worship and
all our achievers are celebrated on the Wonderful Weekly News
on our weekly Newsletter.

In Year 5 children get 8 whole day session of Forest School at our
off-school site, this is a fantastic experience in which children
develop both practical skills and improve their emotional
resilience and well-being.

Parents are kept up to date with their child’s learning and
progress at Parents’ Evenings in terms 2 and 4 and in the end of
year school report. Parents can also request a meeting with the
class teacher if they would like to discuss a specific concern.
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Starting School at Sedlescombe Church of England Primary
Starting school is an important milestone in a child’s life and can
be an exciting but anxious time for children and parents. It is our
aim to ensure that all children have a smooth and happy
transition into school so they can be happy and successful
learners.
Transition starts in the summer term once children have been
allocated their school places in May. We write to all parents to
welcome you and your child to our school and invite you and
your child to begin visiting school.
In the summer term the children are given the opportunity to
come and visit their new classroom and reception teacher for
short periods of time. For the first visit both parents and children
attend together and then we encourage children to stay by
themselves.
There is also a Parent Meeting where we will give you all the
information that you need about the structure of the school day
and the children’s learning. Parents are given a handbook
outlining all of this important information.

In September the children have a short staggered start to school.
Initially children visit for a morning or afternoon with their parents
in small groups. The children play and explore the classroom
while parents have a 1:1 meeting with the class teacher.
Once all children have had a starting school meeting then they
begin to start school in small groups. To support the children’s
transition into school each child is given a Year 6 buddy. In the
first few days the buddies meet the reception children at the
school gate and walk them round to class and help settle them
into class for the first 15 minutes of the school day.
The buddies also support the children at lunchtime. They meet
them in the school hall to help them with their lunch and then
take them out to the playground to support them in making
friends and playing games.
Parents are supported in finding out about their child’s learning
via Tapestry which is an on-line learning journal which can be
accessed from home. The class teacher posts photos of the
children’s learning that parents can view and celebrate by
adding their own comments.
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Sedlescombe Church of England Primary School
Contact Details
Headteacher:
School Secretary:
Inclusion Leader:
Char of Governors:

Mrs. C Harvey BA(Ed) / MA
Mrs. M Hardes
Mrs. N Oakley
Mrs. R Talbot (c/o Sedlescombe School)

School Address:

Brede Lane,
Sedlescombe
East Sussex,
TN33 0RQ

Telephone:

01424 870585

E-Mail:

office@sedlescombecep.e-sussex.sch.uk

Website:

www.sedlescombecep.e-sussex.sch.uk
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