
Sedlescombe Church of England Primary School 

Topic Overview Year 1 - Term 4 

DINOSAUR PLANET 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  THE BIG IDEA 

 

Watch out everyone – the dinosaurs are on the prowl. They’re 

rampaging across the dusty earth, swishing their enormous tails 

and baring their fearsome teeth. Let’s explore the Dinosaur 

Planet. Imagine you’re a palaeontologist (that’s a scientist who 

studies bones and fossils). Dig deep and discover dazzling 

dinosaur facts. Create a dinosaur museum and invite visitors to 

see your awesome dinosaur artefacts. You could even do a 

dinosaur dance or produce some prehistoric percussion. Which is 

your favourite dinosaur? The Tyrannosaurus, the Brachiosaurus or 

the Micropachycephalosaurus? Doyouthinkhesawus? Yes, he 

did. Run!  

TRIPS AND EVENTS 
 

 Good Work Worship 04-03 

 Spring Welly Walk 18-03 

 Parents’ Evening 23-03 @ 4:00 to 6:00 

 Parents’ Evening 25-03 @ 4:00 to 6:00 

 Parents’ Evening 01-04 @ 5:30 to 7:30 

 PTA Mothers’ Day Sale 19-03 & 20-03 

 Dinosaur Museum! Wednesday 1st April 

  

In Science we will be finding out about: Plants and Animals, 

including humans. 

 We will be identifying and naming a variety of animals that 

are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores 

 We will be describing and comparing the structure of a 

variety of common animals  

 We will be describing how plants and animals change over 

time 

 We will also be making careful observations, using simple 

equipment 

 

In Art we will be: 

 making small scale models of dinosaurs and dinosaur eggs 

using clay 

 

In DT we will be: 

 learning how to select materials from a range of choices 

and explain our reasoning for our choices, to make 

dinosaur sock puppets 

 We will also be designing and making appealing products 

to sell in our museum gift shop and café 

 

In Geography we will be: 

 beginning to explore the world’s seven continents and five 

oceans of the world 

 

In History we will be: 

 Learning about the life of a significant historical figure 

(Mary Anning) 

 

In PE we will be: 

 Continuing to learn different  country dances 

 

In Computing we will be: 

 Learning what algorithms are and how to debug a 

programme, as well as learning how to use search engines 

for research 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

In RE, will be asking “Is Easter happy or sad?” 

We will be learning and re-telling the Easter 

Story and discovering the meaning of the 

different Easter symbols. We will be exploring 

why Easter is both a happy and sad time for 

Christians.  

 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH & 

ECONOMIC EDUCATION 
 

In our PSHEE lessons, we will be following the 

Jigsaw curriculum. In term 4 the children will be 

learning about “Healthy Me”. They will be 

learning the differences between being healthy 

and unhealthy and how to keep themselves 

healthy, including how to keep themselves 

clean. They will also be learning about how to 

stay safe at home, and how to be safe when 

they are out and about.  

 

PE LESSONS 

 PE lessons are on a Monday morning and 

Thursday afternoon but PE kits should be in 

school every day & taken home in the 

holidays to be washed.  

 Jewellery and watches MUST be removed. If 

your child has pierced ears, they will need a 

small pot to put their ear-rings in. 

 Long hair should be tied back for school, but 

MUST be tied back for P.E.  A spare hair 

band is useful. 

 



ENGLISH 

  In English this term, we are going to be focussing on reading 

and grammar skills as well as writing dinosaur fact books.  
 

We will be exploring different texts about dinosaurs and 

practising reading skills such as prediction, comprehension and 

inference, as well as identifying new vocabulary and word 

meanings.  
 

We will be refining our skills of using full stops, capital letters, 

finger spaces, question marks, exclamation marks and using 

the conjunction ‘and’ as well as trying to improve our 

handwriting.  
 

We will be researching facts about dinosaurs and writing our 

own dinosaur facts, ready for our dinosaur museum.  

MATHS 

In maths the children will be learning using the Maths Mastery Approach which uses lots of apparatus and visual 

images to support the children in learning new mathematical concepts. The children will be developing their 

maths skills in the following areas: 

 Place value: counting forwards and backwards to 50, representing numbers, learning about tens and ones 

 Length and height: measuring and comparing length and height 

 Weight and Volume: measuring and comparing  capacity and mass 
 

CALCULATION METHODS 

ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION 

Use concrete apparatus 

(e.g. counters/pasta 

shapes) 

Use number lines to count 

on in ones 

 

Use concrete apparatus 

 

Use number lines to 

count back on in ones 

 

Use arrays to represent 

repeated addition 

 

 
 

Use grouping and sharing to 

represent repeated  

subtraction 

 

CLASS ROUTINES: 

HOMEWORK: 

Children's home learning will be handed out on a Friday afternoon and it should be handed back in on the 

following Thursday. This year, home learning will be a phonics activity every week to optimise the potential of all 

children being readers by the end of Key Stage One.  
 

Please ensure that your child reads at least four times a week and that you record this in their reading records. 
 

All children now come home with weekly spellings, The first 5 words  are words that children are expected to be 

able to spell by the end of year 1 and the last 5 words are linked to our phonics lessons and the children will have 

been taught them through the week. The children will have a class spelling test every Monday morning.  

COMMUNICATION: 

 Please encourage your children to speak to one of us if they should have any concerns. There is always a 

teacher on the Key Stage One door in the morning that you can give messages to and they will 

immediately be passed on. If you wish to speak to a teacher personally, we ask that you speak to us at the 

end of the school day once the children have gone home so that we can give you our full attention.  

 In the morning Mrs Harvey or another member of the Senior Leadership Team is available on the school 

gate if you have a message that you would like to have passed on to one of us. 

 If there is a matter that you need to discuss with us in more detail please make an appointment to discuss 

this with one of us. This can be done by speaking to us at the end of the day to make an appointment or by 

speaking to Mrs. Hardes in the School Office. 


