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Monday 1st March 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

RE: Return to School 

 

Well finally we got the news that we all wanted; children can return to school from Monday 8th March. 

Although, lots of us will be thrilled that remote learning for children will be coming to an end, I am sure 

that there are some anxieties too, from both the children parents. Hopefully, the information in this letter 

will help to answer your questions and allay your fears. 

 

The most important thing to note is that very little will be changing in terms of the children coming to 

school. We will still have a staggered start and end to the day, children will still be taught in their pods 

with no mixing between pods. There will be handwashing and sanitising several times a day to maintain 

good levels of hygiene. The children are used to all these systems. 

 

However, whilst we are pleased that the children are returning to school, this does not necessarily mean 

a complete end to remote learning. It is important to recognise that if we should have a confirmed 

COVID-19 case in school there is still a requirement for the class to self-isolate for 10 days, as all the 

children will count as close contacts. Hopefully with the reduction in the R Number, staff testing and 

vaccination this will be less likely. It will also be less likely if we all work together as a school community to 

keep each other safe.  I do hope that every parent and carer will support us in making our school as safe 

as possible by following the requests set out in this letter. 

 

 

Staff Testing 

A big step forward in keeping everyone safe is that staff are testing at home twice a week. This has two 

main benefits, the first is that staff are testing before they come into school for their first day of work each 

week. If this comes back positive, then no-one in the class bubble would have been a close contact. This 

reduces the risk of staff spreading the virus to children. 

 

If a member of staff tests positive during the working week the class bubble may have to self-isolate, but 

the asymptomatic testing would have picked up the COVID-19 case much earlier therefore limiting 

exposure and spread of the virus. 

 

If a member of staff gets a positive LFD test result this must be confirmed with a PCR test at a test site. 

Everyone who is a close contact will have to self-isolate immediately for 10 days unless the PCR test 

should come back negative. A member of staff must also get a PCR test if they get two void results. If this 

happens then the class bubble will have to self-isolate until there is a confirmed PCR result. If this is 

negative everyone can stop self-isolating from this point. 

mailto:office@sedlescombecep.e-sussex.sch.uk
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Class Bubbles 

The children will continue to be taught in their class bubbles, with no mixing between bubbles at 

lunchtime, playtimes in the cloakroom and toilets. The staggered start and end to the day will also ensure 

that children do not mix as they arrive at and leave school. 

 

In Term 2 we trialled having Year 1 and Year 2 sat in groups in their bubbles as they were getting quite 

upset and struggling with their learning being sat in rows. Following observations, we found that when sat 

in rows the children would turn around to talk to each other and were in closer face to face contact then 

when in groups and talking to the person opposite them. We found no increase in the spread of the virus 

in these classes. We have therefore made the decision that in all classes we will allow children to sit in 

groups. This supports children’s learning, and if there is no increased risk we feel that this should be 

prioritised. 

 

 

Start and End of the Day 

We will continue to have a staggered start and end to the school day as this is when the risk of children 

mixing between bubbles is greatest and therefore compromising the work we do in school to keep the 

children in separate bubbles. 

 

Please can we ask you to support with the following points at the start and end of the day: 

 

• Arrive promptly within your pick-up and drop-off time. 

• Only come down to the school gate at your allotted drop off and pick-up time. 

• Socially distance from other parents whilst waiting to drop-off and collect your child. 

• Do not allow your child to mix with children from other years at drop off and pick up. 

• If you arrive late please wait until 9:00 am for drop-off and 3:35 pm pick up. Do not come to the 

school gate in another bubble’s time. 

• Come onto the school playground at the end of the day to collect your child. 

• Please e-mail any messages to the school office rather than giving messages to the member of 

staff on the school gate: office@sedlescombecep.e-sussex.sch.uk 

• Ensure that school dinners are booked on Parent Pay by 8:30 am. 

 

Start and End of Day Timings: 

 

Class Drop Off Time Drop Off Point Pick-Up Time 

Mozart (Reception) 8:55 to 9:00 Pedestrian Gate 3:30 pm 

Van Gogh (Year 1) 8:40 to 8:45 Pedestrian Gate 3:15 to 3:20 

Lowry (Year 2) 8:50 to 8:55 Pedestrian Gate 3:25 to 3:30 

McCartney (Year 3) 8:45 to 8:50 Pedestrian Gate 3:20 to 3:25 

Da Vinci (Year 4) 8:45 to 8:50 Vehicle Gate 3:20 to 3:25 

Picasso (Year 5) 8:50 to 8:55 Vehicle Gate 3:25 to 3:30 

Vivaldi (Year 6) 8:40 to 8:45 Vehicle Gate 3:15 to 3:20 

 
Siblings: 

We are going to trial siblings being dropped at the same time to avoid parents having to wait around 

to drop another child at school. We would ask that all the children in a family are dropped off at the 

earliest drop off time to avoid any children being late to class and missing the start of their learning. 

 

Siblings will be dropped at the school gate and will go to their class. Those children who are early will 

be met in their class by a TA and they will do a fun activity such as drawing, Numbots or TTRS while 

they wait for the rest of the class to arrive and formal learning to start. 

 

We hope that this will help parents with more than one child to drop at school. 
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Class Mozart (Reception): 

Class Mozart will be dropped at the school gate and will no longer be walked around to the 

classroom door by parents. A member of the Mozart team will meet the children at the gate and walk 

them round to class. This will help develop the children’s independence. The children will also be 

collected from the staff carpark at the end of the school day, like the other children in the school. Mrs. 

Riseborough will send out more details about this to parents in reception via Tapestry. 

 

 

Attendance 

The Government has announced that attendance at school will return to being mandatory for all 

children, unless they have a shielding letter stating that they are Clinically Extremely Vulnerable. Without 

this specific letter children are expected to attend school and we do not have any discretion over 

whether to authorise or unauthorise this absence. Therefore, if you decide that you do not wish your child 

to return to school without a shielding letter, this attendance will be unauthorised. 

 

However, although attendance is mandatory, children should not attend school if they have any 

coronavirus symptoms: 

 

•  A high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back. 

• A new continuous cough - this means coughing a lot for an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 

in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough it may be worse than usual). 

• A loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you have noticed you cannot smell 

or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 

Most people with coronavirus have at least one of these symptoms. 

 

If you are unsure, please keep your child off school and get a test as soon as possible to be sure you’re 

your child does not have coronavirus and keep everyone safe. 

 

Please also remember that if your child has sickness of diarrhoea then they must remain off school for 48 

hours from when the symptoms stop e.g. 48 hours from the last time they are sick. 

 

 

Self-Isolating: 

If your child has to self-isolate because they are a close contact with someone who has tested positive in 

school or because they have been contacted by Track and Trace then we will provide remote learning 

for your child to complete each day via Tapestry as per lockdown. 

 

If you are contacted by Track and Trace to say that your child must self-isolate it is useful for us to have a 

copy of this message for our records. This will allow us to authorise and correctly code the absence. This 

confirmation can just be e-mailed to the school office. 

 

 

Uniform 

I am sure that whilst we have been in lockdown the children have been growing, so please have a 

check that school uniform fits in case you need to get any uniform ordered before the children start back 

next Monday. 

 

Here is the link to our uniform supplier just in case: 

 

https://www.superstitch86.co.uk/ 

 

If it is just the school tie that has gone missing (they do have a tendency to get mislaid) then ties can be 

ordered from us directly via the School Gateway. If you place any orders by Friday lunchtime this week 

then these will be ready in your child’s classroom for Monday morning. 

 

 

https://www.superstitch86.co.uk/
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Whilst we do expect children to return to school in full winter uniform (summer uniform including summer 

dresses and polo shirts cannot be worn until after the Easter holidays) we do understand that there are 

problems with getting access to school shoes currently. For this reason, for the remainder of Term 4, 

children may wear shoes that are not in line with our school uniform policy, but only if their school shoes 

no longer fit. These shoes should be as close to our school uniform policy as possible and suitable for 

wearing to school. After the Easter holidays, and shops have reopened, we will expect all children to be 

wearing appropriate school shoes that are in line with our school policy. 

 

 

Face Masks 

In the updated guidance teachers in primary schools can and should wear face masks when they are 

not in their bubble and social distancing may not be possible. Staff are currently wearing masks to move 

around the school, when talking to a member of staff outside their bubble and in communal areas such 

as the staffroom. We will continue to do this when we fully open so children will be seeing teachers in 

masks around the school, but not when being taught and with staff in their bubble. 

 

We also need you as parents to wear face masks when you are dropping and collecting your child to 

school and whenever entering the school premises. If you are not wearing a face mask, then please do 

not attempt to enter the school premises or to speak with a member of staff so that we can keep our 

school team healthy and available for teaching the children. 

 

It is worth noting that the guidance has been changed with regards to who is a close contact: 

 

• Face-to face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face conversation within 

one metre. 

• Been within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact. 

 

Therefore, if you are chatting at the school gate, or simply queuing within one metre of another person 

for more than a minute you are a close contact. Please therefore ensure that you wear a face mask for 

the whole time you are dropping and collecting your child from school and always maintain a two-metre 

distance. 

 

I know that face masks are not the nicest thing to wear, but it does provide us all with added protection, 

so if you are able to wear one, please do. 

 

I hope that this provides you with all the information that you need ready for your child’s return to school 

next Monday. We really cannot wait to have all the children back in school. 

  

 

See you all on Monday morning on the school gate. 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
Mrs C Harvey 

Headteacher 
 


