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Sedlescombe Vision and Values 

 

Motto: 

Learning, Loving and Growing Together with God 

Values: 

 

Aspiration Honesty Forgiveness 

Courage Thankfulness Kindness 

 

Vision: 

Our school is a family with God at its heart. 

Christian values guide and inform all that we do. 

 

We aim to: 

 

 Provide a welcoming, safe and nurturing environment where everyone is able to learn and 

grow as a unique individual. 

 

 Encourage and support each other to be ambitious, resilient and independent lifelong 

learners. 

 

 Develop enquiring minds and a love of learning. 

 

 Value everyone and celebrate their beliefs, achievements, skills and contributions. 

 

 Provide a curriculum that is creative, exciting, challenging and takes learning beyond the 

classroom. 

 

 Reach the highest standards in achievement and attainment. 

 

 Create a learning community where everyone is nurtured and challenged to develop 

academically, personally, morally and spiritually. 

 

 Support each other to develop the skills, attitudes and values to grow into responsible 

members of our global community and God’s world. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Music is a powerful means of communication and is one of the highest forms of creativity. It 

brings children together and creates opportunities to work with one another using a universal 

language. It is an art that can be practiced, appreciated and enjoyed at many levels. Music 

develops children’s ability to take part in practical activities, both individually and in groups, 

that encourages and cultivates an enjoyment of different genres of music. Additionally, Music 

reflects the culture and society we live in and so the teaching and learning of music enables 

children to better understand the world they live in. It is a creative and fun activity but can also 

be a highly challenging subject. It is our aim that all children at Sedlescombe Church of 

England Primary School experience a high-quality, inspiring music education which instils a life-

long enjoyment and appreciation for music. 

 

Teaching music enables children to: 

 enjoy learning and being at school 

 be inclusive / feeling like they are part of something 

 be creative 

 have a chance to explore and try things out 

 get along with and collaborate with others 

 work at things and try things they didn’t know were possible 

 be brave 

 be resilient /  to not give up 

Musical learning needs to be universally viewed as being accessible and open to everyone, 

promoted through positive, appropriately challenging and engaging experiences. 

 

 

INTENT 

Music Vision Statement 

At Sedlescombe Church of England Primary School it is our vision that Music will be an inspiring 

and enjoyable subject that supports children to develop our key learning behaviours and skills 

for life. 

Aspiration 

Music will encourage all children to be aspirational learners by giving them the ability to 

compose some music individually and in small groups. Children will be encouraged to be 

aspirational when listening carefully and investigating a piece of music to learn as much as 

possible about it and so appreciate different forms of music. Engaging in high quality music 

lessons will increase pupil’s self-confidence and sense of achievement. 

 

Creativity 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. Music will 

encourage and provide opportunities for children to be creative and imaginative learners 

composing and making their own music to suit a variety of experiences. Children will develop 

descriptive skills when learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions. 
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Curiosity 

Music will encourage children to explore music, cultures and instruments. Children will be 

encouraged to be curious learners developing new skills and knowledge in listening, appraising 

and composing music. Children will be encouraged to be curious so that they can create and 

enjoy a wide variety of music styles. 

Courage 

Children will learn that mistakes will be made in the composition process and improvements will 

need to be made. Learning that it is OK to make mistakes is integral to learning. Music will also 

provide children with opportunities to be risk takers. 

Cooperation 

In Music the children will be given opportunities to work as part of a composing team, sharing 

ideas and evaluating which ones will support the team to meet the composition brief in the 

best and most creative way. Cooperation and listening skills will be essential skills for the 

composing team to work effectively. 

Independence 

In Music the children will have the opportunity to work independently appraising and 

composing their own music.  Their own opinions, thoughts and ideas about music that they hear 

or compose will be valued. 

 

Curriculum Aims 

The National Curriculum 2014 for Music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians; 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 

with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 

appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 

excellence; 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including 

through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 

structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

Objectives: 

 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 

skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

 

In Key Stage 1 pupils should be taught to: 

 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 

rhymes; 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically; 

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 

music; 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions 

of music. 
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In Key Stage 2 pupils should be taught to: 

  

 sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control; 

 develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas 

within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory; 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression; 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions 

of music; 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory; 

 use and understand staff and other musical notations; 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians;  

 develop an understanding of the history of music. 

  

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Charanga Musical School Scheme 

It is important to check that the Music being taught is linked to the school worship/celebration 

calendar and to cross-curricular topics. Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching and 

joining together during collective worships is an important part of school life. We focus on 

developing children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people, as well as learning about the 

structure and organisation of songs. 

At Sedlescombe Church of England Primary we use the Charanga Musical School Scheme that 

provides teachers with week-by-week lesson support for each year group in school. The 

interrelated dimensions of music weave through the units to encourage the development of 

musical skills as the learning progresses through listening and appraising, differing musical 

activities, including creating, exploring and performing. 

All activities are based around a song. Each Unit of Work comprises of strands of musical 

learning which correspond with the National Curriculum for music: 

 Games embed the Interrelated Dimensions of Music through repetition 

 Singing is at the heart of all the musical learning 

 Playing instruments with the song to be learnt - tuned/un-tuned classroom percussion 

and an option to play any band instrument. A sound-before-symbol approach is used 

but scores are provided as an understanding of notation is introduced to the children 

 Improvising with the song using voices and instruments occurs in some Units of Work 

 Composing with the song using instruments occurs in some Units of Work 
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Charanga Musical School Scheme Planning Cycle 

 

Charanga enables children to understand musical concepts through a repetition-based 

approach to learning. Learning about the same musical concept through different musical 

activities enables a more secure, deeper learning and mastery of musical skills. Musical 

teaching and learning is not neat or linear. The strands of musical learning, presented within the 

lesson plans and the on-screen resources, are part of the learning spiral. Over time, children can 

both develop new musical skills and concepts, and re-visit established musical skills and 

concepts. Repeating a musical skill doesn’t mean their progress is slowing down or their 

development is moving backwards - It's just shifting within the spiral. Mastery means both a 

deeper understanding of musical skills and concepts and learning something new. 

Charanga provides a Keyword / Vocabulary list / glossary split into year groups to ensure that 

everyone is using the correct vocabulary and understands its meaning. 
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The Inter-Related Dimensions of Music 

 Pulse (duration) – steady beat 

 Rhythm (duration) – long and short sounds over a steady beat 

 Pitch – high and low sounds 

 Tempo – fast and slow 

 Dynamics – loud and quiet 

 Timbre – the character of a sound 

 Texture – layers of sound, how thick or thin music is 

 Structure – how the sections of a song or piece of music are ordered 

 

Music in the Early Years 

Opportunities for music making in early years settings are vitally important. In order to use and 

build upon the learning that has already taken place in the home and its immediate 

environment, early years education should provide children with a rich variety of activities and 

other experiences in a stimulating and challenging environment. We relate musical aspects of 

the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals giving the children 

opportunities to create their own music and express themselves through music and dance.  

Music contributes to children’s personal and social development e.g. counting songs foster a 

child’s mathematical abilities and songs about different cultures increase a child’s knowledge 

and understanding of the world. 
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Creating an Inclusive Musical Community 

At Sedlescombe Church of England Primary School we aim to include everyone in our musical 

community. All members of staff join in with singing during our daily worship and actively 

participate in classroom music lessons – encouraging children to understand that music is for 

everyone. It is far easier to persuade children to join in if they see their teacher modelling and 

demonstrating their musical abilities. 

We welcome children who play additional instruments to accompany worship singing or play 

additional music during worship. Children are encouraged to use their own musical instruments 

during class music lessons and demonstrate their musical talents for all to appreciate. 

 

Cross-Curricular Links  

During the year teachers will plan for music to be linked to three of their class learning journeys.  

A quality piece of music is chosen that links to the learning journey for the children to listen to, 

appraise and use as inspiration for composition. This will provide opportunities for singing, 

percussion and composition of a related piece of music and other art form activities. This will 

open children up to a wide range of music drawn from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians.  

 

 

IMPACT 

Assessment Recording and Reporting 

Charanga provides Knowledge and Skills documents for Years 1 to 6 - to plan for and 

identify progression throughout the Charanga Musical School Scheme and its Units of Work. 

This supports the curriculum, its planning and delivery. There are also Knowledge Organisers 

(Years 1 to 6) for children creating an overview of what the students are doing and will be 

learning in their lessons when following the Musical School Scheme. Charanga provides 

assessment documents to help determine the impact of the curriculum and the progression of 

children’s musical knowledge and skills. 

Formative Assessment 

Formative assessment should be used within lessons to assess children’s understanding and to 

adapt and change teaching to meet the needs of the children in the class. Each class is 

different and the children will have different interests and experiences that will impact on their 

learning. It is important to reflect on these when planning projects. 

Formative assessment will also inform the skills and knowledge that need to be developed in 

subsequent Music teaching to ensure that gaps in knowledge and skills are addressed and 

children make progress over time. 

Summative Assessment  

It is really important to track children’s progress and attainment against the National Curriculum 

objectives. Children’s attainment is formally tracked at the end of Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 

against the assessment criteria for Performing, Listening & Appraising and Composition. Children 

will be judged as Emerging, Expected or Exceeding on each assessment criteria. The 

assessment criteria are shown in Appendix 1. 
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This summative assessment will build up a profile of the strengths and areas to develop for each 

child as they progress through the school. This developing profile can be used to inform 

planning and teaching and to offer children additional support and challenge they need in 

their next project. 

 

Monitoring  

Monitoring will be undertaken by Subject Leaders in line with the Subject Leadership Policy and 

where the subject is in the review cycle. 

 

In addition to this in Music the Subject Leader will monitor outcomes and teaching and learning 

in Music by meeting with a small group of children at different stages of development to discuss 

their Charanga unit of work and their learning. The Subject Leader will use the Scheme of Work 

to assess children’s understanding of the key learning and vocabulary and will then feedback 

to the class teacher on the aspects that have been developed well within the unit as shown by 

the children’s understanding and what changes could be made next time to enhance 

children’s learning. This feedback is developmental and will support all teachers to provide high 

quality Music projects and teaching that are developed and refined year on year. 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities 

As a school we are committed to providing all children with learning opportunities to engage in 

Music. Music is accessible to all children and opportunities are provided to develop the 

creative potential of every child, regardless of gender, ethnic origin, social and cultural 

background, religion or disability. Through a wide range of purposeful activities, every child will 

be encouraged to explore a range of mediums and experiences. Teaching strategies will take 

into account the individual needs of every child and children with SEN will be supported, where 

appropriate, with differentiated materials and tasks. 

It may be necessary to make adjustments to enable all children to access the curriculum and 

be successful learners in Music.  There is an extra Charanga SEND scheme called – Anyone 

Can. The Scheme was conceived to empower the non-specialist teacher to teach music to 

children from P1 to AT1. It aims to support children at any point on the learning-difficulty 

spectrum, throughout their school-life journey in music making. Some children might need 

support using percussion instruments or recording their musical composition. They will be 

supported by additional support. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

The music curriculum must ensure that all students have equal access to opportunities and 

participation. The learning materials must not discriminate against anyone and be adapted to 

any special needs required. 

 

Health and Safety 

COVID-19 risk assessments should now be carried out for music lessons. Lessons should take 

place in a well ventilated room with all children using hand gel before and after they use 

percussion instruments. 
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Appendix 1- Music Assessment 

Curriculum Aims 

The National Curriculum 2014 for Music aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians; 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 

with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 

appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical 

excellence; 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including 

through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 

structure and appropriate musical notations. 

 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, 

skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

 

End of KS1 Emerging Expected Exceeding 
Can use their voice 

expressively and 

creatively by singing 

songs and speaking 

chants and rhymes 

   

Can play tuned and 

un-tuned instruments 

musically 

   

Can listen with 

concentration and 

understanding to a 

range of high quality 

live and recorded 

music 

   

Can experiment with, 

create, select and 

combine sounds using 

the inter-related 

dimensions of music 

   

The inter-related dimensions of music 

 
 

In Key Stage 2: 

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They 

should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and manipulating ideas 

within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to: 
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Year 4 Assessment: 

End of Year 4 Emerging Expected Exceeding 
Can play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using their voices and 

playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression. 

   

Can improvise and compose music for a 

range of purposes using the inter related 

dimensions of music 

   

Can listen with attention to detail and 

recall sounds with increasing aural 

memory 

   

Can use and understand staff and other 

musical notations 

   

Can appreciate and understand a wide 

range of high quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions and 

from great composers and musicians. 

   

Has developed an understanding of the 

history of music 

   

The inter-related dimensions of music 

 

Year 6 Assessment: 

End of Key Stage 2 Emerging Expected Exceeding 
Can play and perform in solo and 

ensemble contexts, using their voices 

and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression. 

   

Can improvise and compose music for a 

range of purposes using the inter related 

dimensions of music 

   

Can listen with attention to detail and 

recall sounds with increasing aural 

memory 

   

Can use and understand staff and other 

musical notations 

   

Can appreciate and understand a wide 

range of high quality live and recorded 

music drawn from different traditions and 

from great composers and musicians. 

   

Has developed an understanding of the 

history of music 

   

The inter-related dimensions of music 

 
 


