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A CHILD’S WAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  THE BIG IDEA 

A siren sounds, a building crumbles, a Spitfire zooms 

overhead. Take cover! It’s 1939 and Britain is at war. Deep 

down in the Anderson shelter, learn why nations are fighting 

and why child evacuees must make the long journey from 

their homes and families into unknown territory. Read the diary 

of Anne Frank, written whilst hiding from the terrifying 

stormtroopers in a secret annexe, and try to empathise with 

her hopes and fears. Make do and mend – cook up a family 

meal from meagre rations. Delve deep into a bygone era, 

when loose lips sank ships. And, as peace is declared, let’s get 

ready to celebrate. Mr Churchill says ‘It’s an unconditional 

surrender!’  

TRIPS AND EVENTS 

• Inset Day– 19/04/22 

• Return to school– 20/04/22 

• SATS– 09/05/22-12/05/22 

• SATS celebration event– 13/05/22 

• Evacuee day– 18/05/22 

• Newhaven Fort Trip– 26/05/22 

• Sports Day– 27/05/22 @ 9:45 am 

 In History we will be: 

• Exploring significant events  from WW2 and 

placing them on a timeline. 

• Exploring the sounds of war and what impact 

they would have had at the time. 

• Exploring different evacuation propaganda. 

• Researching what happened to Jewish people in 

the early years of the war and looking into the 

story of Anne Frank. 

• Researching and exploring the Blitz and the 

Battle of Britain. 

• Researching and learning about different war 

time leaders, 

• Understanding the impact of WW2 both on 

soldiers and those back home. 

• Identifying school and home life from the 1940s 

and comparing to the modern day. 

• Understanding what life was like after the war 

was completed  including the establishment of 

the United Nations. 
In Geography we will be: 

• Identifying and exploring the key evacuation 

locations. 

• Locating and exploring key targets of the Blitz. 
In Music we will be: 

• Listening to, singing and devising our own 

wartime songs. 
In D&T we will be: 

• Textiles; making a bag that could contain a gas 

mask. 
In PE we will be: 

• Playing wartime games and developing a VE 

day celebration dance. 

• Learning to swim and stay safe in water 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

In RE our topic is ‘How can following 

God bring freedom and justice?’ We will 

be exploring why so many people follow 

the Christian faith and how their beliefs 

shape and guide their lives. We will also 

be looking at  the faith and belief of 

Jesus’s followers and their lives change 

following his death. 

 

RSHE 

In RSHE our topic focus is ‘Relationships’ 

and we will be exploring the nature of 

the relationships we hold and how to 

develop and maintain posit ive 

relationships as we get older. We will 

also explore how relationships change 

as we head to secondary school. 

 

P.E. LESSONS 

• The children need to have their PE kit 

in school every day, but it should be 

taken home each Friday so that it 

can be kept clean for lessons. 

• Jewellery MUST be removed, so if 

your child has pierced ears they will 

need a small pot to put their earrings 

in to keep them safe. 

• Long hair should be tied back for 

school, but MUST be tied back for P.E. 

Lessons so a spare hair band is useful. 

 



ENGLISH 

  In English, the children will be reading wartime children’s 

classic ‘The Silver Sword’ by Ian Serraillier which is a tale of 

adventure and survival across war torn Europe. It is a 

beautifully told story and looks at a side of the war often 

ignored. We will use our learning from this book to write our 

own WW2 survival and adventure story. We will also be 

reading some of ‘Now or Never’ by Bali Rai; a story about a 

young Indian Muslim boy’s experiences during the Dunkirk 

evacuation and how despite wearing the same uniform as 

everyone else, he was not necessarily treated as an equal.  

This will lead us to some balanced argument writing as well 

as some persuasive writing. All in all, it will be a super set of 

English tasks. 

MATHS 

This term we will: 

• Convert between different units of measurement. 

• Converting decimals to fractions and vice versa. 

• Converting percentages to fractions and decimals and identifying equivalence. 

• Finding a percentage of an amount. 

• Understand ratios and solve a variety of ratio and proportion problems. 

• Recap all of our learning so far. 

CLASS ROUTINES: 

HOMEWORK: 

• Homework is important in every year group but it is especially important in Year 6 as this time next 

year we will be in Secondary school where we will have homework to complete almost every night! 

• Every other week, we will have a piece of homework from our Maths  workbook. It will be set in class 

on a Thursday and we will highlight the pages we need to complete. It needs to be returned by the 

following Wednesday. If you have any problems, please ask for help on Tuesday. 

• Times table rockstars and Numbots– This really is the best way of learning tables and number facts so I 

strongly recommend 5 minutes of each every day. 

• Reading is still very important and we expect 4 reads a week. Please make sure your book is signed 

and in school every Monday. 

• Spelling is a real focus for us as a class. You will be given weekly spellings and need to practise these 

with an adult as much as possible. Spelling Shed is a brilliant way to practise spellings. 

• Homework Grid this is optional for all children and will contain creative learning opportunities that the 

children can complete linked to the class topic. 

COMMUNICATION: 

• Please encourage your children to speak to me if they should have any concerns. I will be available 

at the end of school if you wish to speak to me directly. 

• In the morning Mrs Harvey or another member of the Senior Leadership Team is available on the 

school gate if you have a message that you would like to have passed on to me. 

• If there is a matter that you need to discuss with me in more detail please make an appointment to 

discuss this with me. This can be done by speaking to me at the end of the day to make an appoint-

ment or by speaking to Mrs. Hardes in the School Office. 

CALCULATION METHODS 

ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION 

    


