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Topic Overview Year 1 - Term 6 

Bright Lights, Big City 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  THE BIG IDEA 
 

Put on your best outfit because you’re invited to have tea with 

the Queen. Use your best manners and comb your hair, as one 

will not be amused if you don’t! What do you know about 

England’s capital city? Let’s find out all about London, including 

its history, transport and famous landmarks. Step back in time 

and discover what happened in the Great Fire of London. Where 

did it start? How did it end? Create a model of the bakery on 

Pudding Lane, then burn it to the ground to recreate the Great 

Fire. Stand well back and watch how the flames spread. 

London’s burning! London’s burning! Fire, fire! Fire, fire! Hang on, 

there’s someone new in town. Plan a tour for Marley the Meerkat 

(he’s come all the way from Zambia, you know) making sure he 

takes in all the sights and sounds of London before he finally 

meets his family at London Zoo. Are you ready for the bright lights 

of the big city? Hop in a black cab and enjoy the ride.  

TRIPS AND EVENTS 
 

• Summer Woods Walk: Tuesday 12th July 

• Brunch with our families:  

  Thursday 14th July (time to be confirmed) 

  

In Science we will be: 

• Doing a science investigation: “How does it move?” 

 

In Design & Technology we will be: 

• Creating healthy brunches for our families! 

 

In PE we will be: 

• Learning cricket skills 

 

In History we will be: 

• Learning about events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally (The Great Fire of London) 

 

In Geography we will be: 

• Naming locating and identify characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of the UK and its surrounding 

seas.  

• Using simple compass directions (North, South, East and 

West) and locational and directional language (e.g. near 

and far; left and right), to describe the location of features 

and routes on a map.  

• Using aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features. 

• Understanding geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical geography of a 

small area of the UK, and of a small area in a contrasting 

non-European country.  

 

In Music we will be: 

• Learning different nursery rhymes about London and 

learning to sing in a round 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

In RE, will are studying Christianity– What stories 

did Jesus teach us? 

 

RELATIONSHIPS, SEX AND HEALTH 

EDUCATION 
 

 

In our RSHE lessons, we are following the Jigsaw 

curriculum. In term 6 the children will be 

learning about ‘Changing Me’. We will be 

learning all about the life cycles of humans and 

our bodies are starting to change. The children 

will also be learning all the scientific terminology 

for their body parts! 

 

PE LESSONS 

 
 

• PE lessons are on a Thursday morning but PE 

kits should be in school every day & only be 

taken home during the holidays to be 

washed.  

• Swimming is on a Wednesday morning 

• Jewellery and watches MUST be removed 

before PE lessons 

• Long hair should be tied back for school, but 

MUST be tied back for P.E.  A spare hair 

band is useful. 

 



ENGLISH 

  
In English this term, we are focussing on the book; “Claude in 

the City”.  

 

This is the children’s first class chapter book and is a great 

introduction into longer books. We will be exploring the book 

together as a class and will be giving the children lots of 

opportunities to develop their comprehension skills by exploring 

the text and the characters and developing their 

understanding of what they have read.  

 

We will be using this rich text to develop the children's writing by  

writing character descriptions, guide books for London and 

poetry.  

MATHS 

In maths the children will be learning using the Maths Mastery Approach which uses lots of apparatus and visual 

images to support the children in learning new mathematical concepts. The children will be developing their 

maths skills in the following areas: 

• Multiples of 10 

• Composition of numbers up to 100 

• Counting, unitising and coins 

CALCULATION METHODS 

ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION 

Use concrete apparatus 

(e.g. counters/pasta 

shapes) 

Use number lines to count 

on in ones 

 

Use concrete apparatus 

 

Use number lines to 

count back on in ones 

 

Use arrays to represent 

repeated addition 

 

 
 

Use grouping and sharing to 

represent repeated  

subtraction 

 

CLASS ROUTINES: 

HOMEWORK: 

Children's home learning will be handed out on a Friday afternoon and it should be handed back in on the 

following Thursday. This year, home learning will be a phonics activity every week to optimise the potential of 

all children being readers by the end of Key Stage One.  

 

Please ensure that your child reads at least 4 times a week and that you record this in their reading records. 

 

Children are also tested on their personal spellings every Monday so please help you child to practise their 

spellings at home. 

COMMUNICATION: 

• Please encourage your children to speak to one of us if they should have any concerns. There is always a 

teacher on gate in the morning that you can give messages to and they will immediately be passed on. If 

you wish to speak to us personally, we ask that you send us a message on Tapestry. 

 


