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Peasants, Princes and Pestilence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  THE BIG IDEA 

Flee your fields, close your doors and pull up the drawbridge: 

the dreaded and deathly ‘Great Pestilence’ is here! Mount your 

steed and gallop through the dark and deadly world of 14th 

century Britain, sword and shield at the ready, pledging your 

allegiance to king and country! Rouse your troops with promises 

of bloody battle and violent jousts. Read and write historical 

accounts, poems and tales and discover the grotesque effects 

of bugs and bacteria on the human body. And if you smell a rat

– get out of there!  

TRIPS AND EVENTS 

 

• Harvest Festival 

• Trip to Canterbury Cathedral  

• Mindfulness with Charlotte 

 In Science we will be finding out about: Living Things and their Habitats 

• We will be looking at all sorts of living things this term; from bacteria 

growth, to the life cycle of fleas and rats, to the effects of the 

Plague on the human body! 

• We will be finding out about the different aspects of carrying out 

tests in science, as well as gathering and presenting data on our 

findings.  

Our Key investigation: What is the lifecycle of a mealworm? 
 

In Music we will be finding out about: Classic Rock Songs 

• Our  learning is focused around one song: Livin' On A Prayer.  

• We will be looking at pulse, rhythm, pitch etc recognising that 

singing and playing instruments are all linked.  

• We  will listen and appraise other classic rock songs.  

 

In  PE we will be focusing on striking and fielding 

• Our main focus this term is on games; we will be exploring some 

historical games and comparing them with those that we play 

today. 

• We will have a strong emphasis on working as a team and 

supporting each other. 

• Year five will have weekly sessions with the fabulous Charlotte, who 

will teach mindfulness.  
 

In Humanities we will be finding out about: The spread and the timeline 

of The Plague 

• We will be looking at life in general in England around Medieval 

times, as well as using maps to track the spread of the disease from 

its origins in China. 

• We will research the symptoms  of the black death and the ideas 

they had to cure this dreadful disease. 

• We will learn about flagellants in medieval England and the feudal 

system. 

• We will learn the timeline of the Kings and Queens who reigned 

throughout the 14th century and the roles of pages, squires and 

knights.    
 

In Computing we will be finding out about: E-safety 

• Children will be learning how to keep themselves safer online. 

• They will also use computing to support their learning throughout the 

other areas of our topic. 
 

In Art we will be designing & creating prints & illuminated letters. 

• The children will learn how printing was established in England and 

the importance of uppercase lettering. 

• They will choose materials based on their desired outcome, refine 

shapes and lines and use light and shadow.  

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

In RE  we will be focusing on the question: 
 

What does it mean if God is holy and loving? 
 

This considers the duality of God to 

Christians; as a holy being who is separate to 

sin, but also a loving Father who wants the 

best for humans. We will also consider how 

these ideas are reflected within religious 

architecture. 
 

 

 

RELATIONSHIPS, SEX AND HEALTH 

EDUCATION 
 

In Year 5, our Jigsaw friend is called Jez and 

Mrs Ashdown will be teaching this subject on 

a weekly basis.  The children will start off the 

term by setting goals for the year ahead.  

Then  will move on to thinking 

about our roles and responsibilities 

in Year 5 before agreeing on our 

Class Charter for the coming year. 

 

  

P.E. LESSONS 
 

• The children need to have their PE kit in 

school every day, but it should be 

taken home every couple of weeks so 

that it can be kept clean for lessons. 

• Jewellery MUST be removed, so if your 

child has pierced ears they will need a 

small pot to put their earrings in to keep 

them safe. 

• Long hair should be tied back for 

school, but MUST be tied back for P.E. 

Lessons so a spare hair band is useful.  
 



CLASS ROUTINES: 

HOMEWORK: 

The best way to support your child with their learning at home is to ensure that your child reads regularly , practises their 

times tables and learns their weekly spellings. If your child wishes to do further activities then there are also the optional 

home learning tasks that can be completed from the home learning grid. 

In order to be in with a chance to be entered into the Year 5 raffle, children can do the following: 

• Times Table Rocks Star—30 minutes a week (1 raffle ticket) 

• Spelling practice (seven or more correct spellings will earn 1 raffle ticket) 

• Reading (four times a week earns 1 ticket. Seven times a week earns 2 tickets and extra play on Fridays) 

• A task from the optional homework grid (1 raffle ticket and five party points) 

COMMUNICATION: 

The children are now in Upper Key Stage two; the pace quickens in year 5 and I do have high expectations of each 

and everyone of them.  I think it is very important that we are all prepared to take risks in our learning, even if they might 

get it wrong.  Mrs Morell and I have embedded the growth mind-set of the ’power of yet’ within the classroom and I 

hope you can encourage them to remember that if they can’t do something, it actually means they cant do it ‘yet’ 

and eventually they will be able to do it!  

 

Please encourage your child to speak to me if they have any worries or concerns, however if you need to speak to me I 

am available at the end of the day or you can email me on swahnon@sedlescombecep.e-sussex.sch.uk.   

CALCULATION METHODS 

ADDITION SUBTRACTION MULTIPLICATION DIVISION 

Column addition of whole 

numbers and decimal num-

bers 

Column subtraction method 

using exchanging  

 

Short multiplication method 

using carrying 

 

Short division method  

 

ENGLISH 

  This term in English we will be reading The Book of Boy by 

Catherine Gilbert Murdock. Boy is an orphan, one day he 

encounters a pilgrim who entrusts him as his servant for his 

pilgrimage. The story is set in the holy year of 1350, while the Black 

Death was sweeping through Europe, it has a fabulous twist at the 

end of the story and links perfectly with our trip to Canterbury 

Cathedral.  
 

We will also focus on narrative poems with the classic poem The 

Highwayman, focusing on figurative language.  
 

These texts will support us in our writing genres this term, which are: 

narrative poems, recounts and information texts. 

MATHS 
This year we will be continuing to follow the Maths Mastery approach, which develops deep and lasting understanding 

of mathematical procedures and concepts. This term we will be focusing on: 

• Extending the children’s knowledge of linear number system to include 1,000 to 100,000,000 

• Exploring additive and multiplicative compositions 

• Ordering and comparing numbers 

• Developing an understanding of rounding to simplify calculations or to indicate approximate size  


