
CLAREMONT HOUSE FIRE 

As many of you will be aware one of our families 

tragically lost everything in a house fire last weekend. 

Lots of you will already be aware and already have 

donated tothe gofundme page that has been set-up 

to help them start again. 
 

I know lots of people have been asking how they can 

help to support the family at this very difficult time. I 

think the best way is for their to be one co-ordinated 

response and as the gofundme page is already up 

and running and doing well I thought that I would 

share this in case anyone feels able to support. If 

unable to support if you could just share the link so 

that we can reach as many people as possible and 

raise as much money as possible for this amazing 

family that would be brilliant. Thank you so much.  
 

Here is the link if you feel able to share or donate. 
 

HUGG VOUCHERS 

If you are in receipt of benefits related free school 

meals HUGG vouchers will be available for the 

February holiday. We should receive the money at 

the end of next week and therefore will be sending 

the link to the vouchers out in the last week of term. 

Please look out for the text message notification.  
 

MATHS SUPPORT @ HOME 

As maths subject leader I have been looking at how 

the children have been performing in lessons and in 

end of term assessments. It is clear that overall our 

maths results are improving and this year we have 

made further improvements. We are currently 

working with Caroline Clissold, a maths consultant 

who works across the Trust and with the NCETM and 

we have adopted her maths curriculum which is very 

rigorous and fits with the Maths Mastery approach 

that we are already using. All teachers are having 

training at staff meetings with Caroline and individual 

planning support with using her medium term plans. 
 

What we are noticing though is that one of the main 

barriers to children making progress is their number 

bonds and fact fluency. The children are making 

progress with the times tables but please don’t forget 

to look at NUMBOTS as well because this will help with 

children’s accuracy and speed in maths. To support 

in school we are seeing great success with those 

children using the Number Sense resources and this is 

now being run as an intervention in Y3, Y4 and Y5. 

Given the success of this we are looking at using this 

across the infants from September to make sure that 

children have strong foundations in number. Anything 

you can do to help at home will be very supportive. 
 

WEEK AHEAD REMINDERS: 

 Thursday: Time to Dance Dress Rehearsal 

 Friday: Y1 Welly Walk (children to wear own clothes) 

 Thursday 9th Feb: INSET Day - school closed 

 Friday 10th Feb: INSET day—school closed 
 

I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

WORSHIP THEME - Aspiration 
As you come to him the living stone … you also like living stones are being 

built into a spiritual house … acceptable to God (1 Peter 2 v 4-5) 

This week in worship we have been thinking about having 

hope during hard times—as we know a lot of our families 

are going through tough times at the moment. 

 

We started by looking in the Bible for inspiration and read 

the story of Lazarus being raised from the dead by Jesus. 

Mary and Martha (his sisters and friends of Jesus) were 

devastated when their brother was very poorly and Jesus 

did not come to help and he sadly passed away. 

 

Jesus had a bigger plan and returned and went to the 

grave of Lazarus and raised him from the dead just he 

himself would be. What can we learn from this? 
 

We have talked together about how this reminds us that 

Jesus never wants us to give up hope, even in the most 

difficult of times. Hope is so important.  
 

Two further stories were then read to the children linked to 

Hope. The first was Jabari Tries. Jabari wants to make a 

flying machine and thinks it will be easy, but is soon 

proved wrong. When he finds it tricky he gets frustrated 

and wants to give up. However, with some patience, 

creative thinking and the help of a friend he soon realises 

he can achieve more than he thought. 
 

The second was a true story of a boy called Emmanuel 

who lived in Ghana. He was born with only one leg and 

because he was disabled was treated very badly. 

However, his mum always had hope and belief in her son, 

and when he was fed-up with being treated like he was 

nothing he decided to take action. He cycled around 

Ghana in a bike given to him by charity to show everyone 

that disability does not mean inability. Great stories of 

hope and aspiration to inspire us all. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/claremont-house-fire-donations-for-the-drivers?qid=c5ded7856764565dd69356c21c37a9ea

